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ANALYSIS OF MODES AND FREQUENCIES
OF NATURAL VIBRATIONS AND DYNAMIC STRESSES
OF BRIDGE ABUTMENT FOUNDATION AND SOIL BASE

Purpose. The purpose of the research work is to determine, during the modal analysis, the modes and frequen-
cies of natural vibrations of the railway bridge abutment together with the pile cap and pile foundation. A separate
task of the research is to clarify the dynamic influence of the abutment structure on the possibility of vibrational
displacements of the soil base. Methodology. To calculate the pile foundation of the abutment, which interacts with
the surrounding massif, it was decided to use the finite element method (FEM) based on Structure CAD for Win-
dows, version 7.31 R.4 (SCAD). To reproduce the features of the pile foundation of the abutment, a flat (quasi-
spatial) model was used in the research. All dimensions of the pile cap and piles are adopted according to the design
documentation for the construction of an actual overpass. Findings. An analysis of the stress-strain state results of
the overpass abutment foundations, taking into account the train load, was performed, which made it possible to
obtain a conclusion about the high bearing capacity of all parts of the “pile — pile cap” system for all considered
types of load combinations with a safety margin of 8 and 7 times, respectively, which indicates normal operation in
the future provided an unchanged state of engineering and geological conditions and loads. The pile material, class
C30/35 concrete, fully withstands all types of loads represented by load combinations, taking into account the dy-
namic coefficient. The modal analysis of the overpass abutment foundations shows that the obtained frequencies and
modes for the foundation are equal to 2.5 Hz (fundamental tone) ... 6.6 Hz, and from comparing these frequencies
with the liquefaction frequencies of wet sands (30 ... 50 Hz) it is clear that the support's own vibrations cannot
cause vibration-induced liquefaction. Originality. The originality of the conducted research lies in obtaining the
parameters of dynamic displacements and natural vibration frequencies during the modal analysis of a railway
bridge abutment Practical value. The practical value lies in substantiating the strength of the abutment structure
under varying load combinations, as well as in determining that the dynamic impact of the rolling stock does not
affect the vibrational displacements of the foundation soils.

Keywords: bridge abutment foundation; modes and frequencies; natural vibrations; dynamic stresses; soil base

1i, et al., 2018; Wu, Jiang, & Liu, 2020).

Introduction Most often, for these transport structures in the
form of overpasses of various types, the structure
is that part of the system that receives the vibra-
tions from a moving source, which is in many cas-
es a railway rolling stock. It should be noted that
the complexity of the structures and soil founda-
tions behavior under dynamic loads is significantly
higher than under static ones.

A specific feature of the transport structures
operation is their response to dynamic actions from
moving traffic. Such actions, together with the va-
riety of locations of their application to the
transport structure, significantly complicate the
calculations of the stress-strain state of its founda-
tion (Rashidi, Zhang, C. Ghodrat, Kempton, Sama-
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The main drawback of the modern approach to
studying the behavior of a structure and foundation
is limited information about the behavior of the
soil base while having a sufficient volume of in-
formation about the structure itself. The features of
this approach give more accurate results in deter-
mining the dynamic characteristics of the structure,
but insufficient knowledge of the deformed state
under dynamic impact on transport structures leads
to negative consequences in their design.

Solving problems of structures and soils dy-
namics using FEM opens up new possibilities for
the analysis of the system “pile foundation of a
bridge support — soil base” (Li, Zhou, Chan, & Yu,
2007; Whelan, Gangone, Janoyan, & Jha, 2009;
Wymystowski, & Kuralowicz, 2016; Deng, Ge, &
Lei, 2023). A sufficiently theoretically developed
FEM dynamic problem allows for modal analysis
(determination of the characteristics of natural vi-
brations) and analysis of dynamic parameters dur-
ing forced vibrations.

Therefore, the information about the behavior
of the structure obtained using FEM is the most
complete (Ellis, & Springman, 2001). The main
disadvantage of using FEM in the analysis of dy-
namic characteristics and parameters of the SSS
for “pile foundation of a bridge support — soil
base” system is the lack of sufficient theoretical
substantiation of the combined behavior of both its
parts under the action of dynamic loading. Howev-
er, this disadvantage is inherent rather not to the
theoretical foundations of FEM, but to the possibil-
ities of interpreting the soil base and its behavior
under the action of dynamic loading.

Purpose

The purpose of the research work is to deter-
mine, during the modal analysis, the modes and
frequencies of natural vibrations of the railway
bridge abutment together with the pile cap and pile
foundation. A separate task of the re-search is to
clarify the dynamic influence of the abutment
structure on the possibility of vibrational displace-
ments of the soil base.

Methodology

The main structural elements of the pile foun-
dation are piles (JIBH B.1.2-2:2006, 2006; JbH
B.2.1-10-2009, 2009). In this case, the pile founda-
tion of the overpass is constructed on bored piles

(Fig. 1 and 2). The foundation is constructed with a
pile cap buried in the sand. The number of piles in
the foundation is 12 pieces.
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Fig. 2. General view of the abutment
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The pile reinforcement consists of several sepa-
rate reinforcing frames. Concrete of class C25/30
is used for concreting the piles. The total length of
the pile under study is 12.0 m. The distance be-
tween the rows of piles is 2.2 m. The piles are em-
bedded into the pile cap by 0.1 m. To ensure the
embedment of piles, their upper ends are demol-
ished, the reinforcement is exposed and extended 1
m into the concrete of the pile cap.

The piles are connected by a pile cap, which
ensures the coupled operation of the piles. The di-
mensions of the pile cap are as follows: length —
6.2 m, width — 8.3 m, height — 2.2 m. The connec-

a)

tion between the pile cap and the pier body is
achieved by means of reinforcing bar dowels lo-
cated on the top of the pile cap. The length of the
outlets is 1 m.

To calculate the pile foundation of the abut-
ment, which interacts with the surrounding massif,
it was decided to use the finite element method
(FEM) based on Structure CAD for Windows
(Kaprunoscekwii, KpukcyHos, [lepensmytep, & al.,
2000), version 7.31 R.4 (SCAD) (Fig. 3) (Du-
binchyk, Bannikov, Kildieiev, & Kharchenko,
2020; JIy6inuuk, & Hemyxa, 2021).

b)

I I e o i z

L.

Fig. 3. General view of the model (a) and a fragment of the model (abutment) (b)

To reproduce the features of the abutment’s
pile foundation, a planar (quasi-spatial) model was
used in the research, since the creation of a spatial
model of this type of abutment for SCAD is signif-
icantly more difficult. This is explained by the
complex configuration of the abutment, which,
together with the difficult process of modeling cir-
cular outlines for piles, presents too great of a dif-
ficulty. But the FEM solution using flat elements is
an accurate solution to the theory of elasticity,
which was presented in fundamental works by
many researchers (Stewart, Jewell, & Randolph,
1993; Lu, Xie, & Shao, 2012).

All dimensions of the pile cap and piles are
adopted according to the design documentation for
the construction of a real overpass. The height of
the model is taken from considerations of the joint
operation of the piles and the surrounding massif,

which is composed of wet sands of different frac-
tions of high compressibility.

The values of the loads in the combinations for
which the abutment and its pile foundation are ver-
ified are as follows:

Combination 1 — the self-weight of the FE
model with the mass of one span structure, which
rests on the abutment (the mass of one 11.5 m long
span structure is 22.2 tons, half of the mass is ap-
plied to the abutment and, thus, the vertical com-
ponent is 108.8 kN);

Combination 2 — the first combination with the
addition of the mass of the train, which has not yet
entered the abutment with one axle at a distance of
0.5 m;

Combination 3 — the first combination with the
addition of the mass of the train, which has already
entered the abutment with one axle.
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The number of finite elements is 5 430, of
nodes — 8 457 (the number of degrees of freedom
is close to 25 000, considering the restraints). The
problem is considered a problem of medium di-
mension. Based on the above data, calculations of
the pile foundation for three load combinations
were performed.
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Findings

After the calculations were performed, an anal-
ysis of the displacements and stresses of the abut-
ment foundation was carried out. Fig. 4 shows the
main parameters of the stress-strain state of the
overpass support foundation by the combinations.
Most of the results are not presented to save space,
but their analysis is carried out in the text below.

“Nepeme ﬁ
“Nepewme... (3 PP —tad
Boika,

Bewn 7“_]
P I R [Vl 93 183
VEm 192 188
v 193 186 |« I 183 185
v Il 185 183 v Il 186 183
PT ECEEETS] VW83 180
VEm 178 176 W80 77
v e 173 w77 173
¥m 73 170 i [N
| I 7.0 165 v [l 17.0 87
v Il 166 163 v Il 167 164
% [] 163 160 v [] 164 160
w0 157 @ e 157
¥ [ 157 154 [l 157 154
54 50 154 150
V50 147 a5 48

Unpasere wKanar Unpasneie uKanami
[Bargerr] Npuerernire| Conpararre| [Baxpem] Mpuviersars|Coxparum]

Fig. 4. Isolines and isofields of vertical displacements in a fragment of the abutment model:
a) 1st combination; b) 2nd combination; ¢) 3rd combination

Analyzing the displacements of the abutment
by the combinations, it should be noted that their
values are small (horizontal displacements — 5.7 ...
6.0 mm, vertical displacements — 18.1 19.4
mm), and the addition of the train weight is mostly
reflected in the vertical displacements, the values
of which increase by up to 1 mm.

The most stressed elements of the pile founda-
tion are the pile cap and piles, and the concentra-
tion of normal vertical stresses naturally occurs in
the lower part of the pile. Having analyzed the val-
ues of all the above mentioned components, it
should be noted that component analysis is suffi-
cient without calculating equivalent stresses, since
the maximum stresses (vertical) are 1.39 ... 2.53
MPa, which, compared with the calculated com-
pressive strength R, (R,=[c]=21 MPa for class
C30/35 concrete pile), allows to indicate a safety
margin of § times.

The stress state for the three combinations

changes slightly: for combination 1, the values of
the maximum stresses (vertical) are 1.6...2.1 MPa
(safety margin — 10 times); for combinations 2 and
3, the values of the maximum stresses (vertical) are
1.9...2.53 MPa (safety margin — 8 times). Thus,
the pile material, concrete of C30/35 class, fully
withstands all types of loads presented by the three
combinations. The stress state in the pile cap is
similar to the stress state of the piles.

The conclusion to the numerical analysis indi-
cates the appropriate bearing capacity of all parts
of the foundation for all considered types of com-
binations with the appropriate safety margin,
which indicates normal operation in the future pro-
vided unchanged engineering and geological con-
ditions and loads.

Let's conduct a modal analysis of the finite el-
ement scheme and convert the static load from the
train into a dynamic one using the dynamic coeffi-
cient p=1.25.
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Fig. 5 shows four modes and their correspond-  shows the selected parameters of the deformed
ing natural frequencies of abutment vibrations with  state taking into account the dynamic coefficient
the fundamental tone (1st mode) — 2.5 Hz. Fig. 6  for the combinations.
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Fig. 6. Isolines and isofields of vertical dynamic displacements in a fragment of the abutment model:
a) 1st combination; b) 2nd combination; ¢) 3rd combination
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The values of the foundation frequencies for
the first eight forms are in the range from 2.5 to
6.8, which indicates that compared with the fre-
quencies of liquefaction of the foundation soils,
they are much smaller, and liquefaction will not
occur. The only phenomenon that can cause reso-
nance in the abutment structure and destroy it is an
earthquake with a low-frequency impact (up to 10
Hz).

Analyzing the dynamic displacements of the
foundation from the combinations, it should be
noted that their values differ slightly from the static
ones (vertical static displacements — 19.2 mm; dy-
namic one — 19.4 mm), which indicates a slight
influence of the dynamic component.

The pile cap (horizontal stresses) and piles
(vertical stresses) remain the most stressed ele-
ments of the pile foundation, and it should be noted
that dynamic stresses, compared to the static ones,
have increased by approximately 1.1 times: for
combinations 2 and 3, the values of maximum dy-
namic stresses (vertical) are 2.1 ... 2.6 (static ones
were 1.9 ... 2.53 MPa, the safety margin did not
change — 8 times). Thus, the pile material, C30/35
class concrete, fully withstands all types of loads
presented by combinations, taking into account the
dynamic coefficient.

Originality and practical value

The originality of the conducted research lies in
obtaining the parameters of dynamic displacements
and natural vibration frequencies during the modal
analysis of a railway bridge abutment. The practi-
cal value lies in substantiating the strength of the
abutment structure under varying load combina-
tions, as well as in determining that the dynamic
impact of the rolling stock does not affect the vi-
brational displacements of the foundation soils.

Conclusions

An analysis of the stress-strain state results of
the overpass abutment foundations, taking into ac-
count the train load, was performed, which made it
possible to obtain a conclusion about the high bear-
ing capacity of all parts of the “pile — pile cap” sys-
tem for all considered types of load combinations
with a safety margin of 8 and 7 times, respectively,
which indicates normal operation in the future pro-
vided an unchanged state of engineering and geo-
logical conditions and loads.

The modal analysis of the overpass abutment
foundations shows that the obtained frequencies
and modes for the foundation are equal to 2.5 Hz
(fundamental tone) ... 6.6 Hz, and from comparing
these frequencies with the liquefaction frequencies
of wet sands (30 ... 50 Hz) it is clear that the
abutment’s own vibrations cannot cause vibration
liquefaction.
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AHAJI3 ®OPM 1 YACTOT BJACHHUX KOJIUBAHb
TA ITMHAMIYHUX HAIIPY)KEHbD )
®YHIAAMEHTY CTOSAHA MOCTY I TPYHTOBOI OCHOBHU

Meta. MeToro IOCTiTHUIBKOT pOOOTH € BU3HAYCHHS B XO/i MOJATBHOTO aHANi3y ()OPM i HaCTOT BIIACHUX KOJIH-
BaHb CTOSIHA 3aJII3HUYHOTO MOCTY Pa3oM i3 pOCTBEPKOM Ta MajboBUM (pyHIamMeHToM. OKpeMHUM 3aBOaHHAM IOCIHi-
IDKEHHS € 3’CYBaHHSA TMHAMIYHOTO BIUIMBY KOHCTPYKLIT CTOSHA HAa MOXJIMBICTb BiOpauiiiHnx nepeMimieHb IpyHTO-
Boi ocHOBU. MeToauka. [l po3paxyHKy MajJboBOro (h)yHAaMEHTY CTOsAHA, SAKUH B3aeMOIi€ i3 OTOUYHOUUM MacHu-
BOM, BHUPIlIEHO 3aCTOCOBYBaTH MeTOA cKiHueHHHMX enemeHTiB (FEM) Ha ocnoBi Structure CAD for Windows,
version 7.31 R.4 (SCAD). [lns BiaTBOpeHHs 0cOOIMBOCTEl MabOBOrO (yHIAMEHTY CTOsIHAa B pOOOTI 3aCTOCOBaHO
IIOCKy (KBa3impoCTOpOBY) MOZENb. YCi po3MipH pOCTBEPKY Ta Najib MPUIHATI 3riHO MPOEKTHOI JAOKYMEHTALil
CHOpPYMXKEHHA pealbHOro  wuiAxompoBoxy. PesyabTtaTtn. BukoHaHo aHajli3  pe3yJbTaTiB  HampyXXeHo-
nedopmoBaHOro ctaHy (pyHIAMEHTIB CTOSIHA LIISIXOMPOBOAY i3 ypaxyBaHHAM IOI3HOTO HABAHTAKEHHS, SIKMH Ha-
J1aB 3MOTY OTPUMAaTH BUCHOBOK PO BUCOKY HECY4y 3[aTHICTb YCiX YAaCTHH CHCTEMH «TaJjli — POCTBEPK» Ha BCI pO3T-
JITHYTi BU/IM CTIOJTYYeHb i3 3a1macoM MIITHOCTI B 8 i 7 pa3iB BiIMOBIIHO, IO CBiAYUTH PO HOPMAIEHY EKCILTyaTallito
B MOJAJILIIOMY NMPU HE3MIHHOMY CTaHI iH)KEHEpPHO-TEOJIOTIYHIX YMOB | HaBaHTaXeHb. MaTepiai nanb OETOH Kiacy
C30/35 MOBHICTIO BUTPUMYE YCi BUIM HaBaHTa)KeHb, MPEICTABIEHUX CTIOMYYEHHIMH i3 ypaxXyBaHHAM AWHAMIYHOTO
koediuienty. [IpoBeneHnii MoanbHUIT aHai3 ()yHAAMEHTIB CTOSIHA LUIAXOMPOBOLY CBIIUHTH, 10 OTPUMaHi 4acTo-
T i hopmu pyHIaMeHTy, siki gopiBHIOWOTH 2,5 'l (OCHOBHHMI TOH)...6,6 T'1l, a i3 MOPIBHAHHA LIMX YAcTOT 3 YacTO-
TaMU po3pimkeHHs Bojgorux micki (30...50 ') 3po3ymino, 1o BiAacHi KOJIMBAHHA OMOPU HE MOXYTh BUKJIMKATH
BiOpauiiiHoro po3pimkeHHs. HaykoBa HoBu3Ha. HaykoBa HOBH3HA MPOBEJCHUX AOCHIIXKEHb MOJATa€ B OTPUMAaHHI
iz yac MOAAJILHOrO aHalli3y CTOSHA 3aJli3HUYHOr0 MOCTY MapaMeTpiB AMHAMIYHMX MepeMilleHb Ta YacTOT BIACHHUX
konuBaHb. [IpakTH4Ha 3HaYNMIicTh. [IpakTHYHA 3HAUUMICTb TOJIArae B OOIPYHTYBaHHI MiLHOCTI KOHCTPYKLUIT CTO-
sHa MpU Bapiallii crojlyueHb HaBaHTA)XeHb, @ TAKOXK Y BU3HAUYEHHI TOro, 110 AMHAMIYHUI1 BIJIUB PYXOMOIO CKJIaLy
He BIUIMBA€ Ha BiOpaliiiHi nepeMilleHHs IPyHTIB OCHOBH.

Kniouosi cnosa: dyHnaMeHT cTOsTHa MOCTY; ()OPMU | YAaCTOTH; BIIACHI KOJIMBAHHSA; TMHAMIYHI HANpPYXKEeHHS; IPYy-
HTOBa OCHOBA

© A. V. Radkevych, O. I. Dubinchyk, Zuolin Hu, B. Yu. Kozak, 2025

108

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International



ISSN 2413-6212 (Online), ISSN 2227-1252 (Print)
MocTH Ta TyHeJli: Teopisi, 0CTiIKeHHs], MPaKTHKa, 2025, No 27

MOCTHU TA TYHEJI: TEOPIA, JOCIIJDKEHHA, ITPAKTUKA
REFERENCES

Ellis, E. A., & Springman, S. M. (2001). Modelling of soil—structure interaction for a piled bridge abutment in plane
strain  FEM analyses. Computers and Geotechnics, 28(2), 79-98. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/S0266-
352X(00)00025-2 (in English)

Deng, Y., Ge, S., & Lei, F. (2023). Effects of pounding and abutment behavior on seismic response of multi-span
bridge considering abutment-soil-foundation-structure  interactions.  Buildings, 13(1), 260. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.3390/buildings 13010260 (in English)

Dubinchyk, O., Bannikov, D., Kildieiev, V., & Kharchenko, V. (2020). Geotechnical analysis of optimal parameters
for foundations interacting with loess area. E3S Web of Conferences, II International Conference Essays of Mining
Science and Practice, 168, 00024. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1051/e3sconf/202016800024 (in English)

Li, Z. X., Zhou, T. Q., Chan, T. H. T., & Yu, Y. (2007). Multi-scale numerical analysis on dynamic response and
local ~damage in  long-span  bridges. Engineering  Structures, 29(7), 1507-1524. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.engstruct.2006.08.004 (in English)

Lu, P., Xie, X., & Shao, C. (2012). Experimental study and numerical analysis of a composite bridge structure. Con-
struction and Building Materials, 30, 695-705. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2011.11.008 (in English)
Rashidi, M., Zhang, C., Ghodrat, M., Kempton, S., Samali, B., Akbarnezhad, A., & Zhu, L. (2018). Bridge abutment
movement and approach settlement — A case study and scenario analysis. International Journal of Structural Stabil-
ity and Dynamics, 18(08), 1840011. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1142/50219455418400114 (in English)

Stewart, D. P., Jewell, R. J., & Randolph, M. F. (1993). Numerical modelling of piled bridge abutments on soft
ground. Computers and Geotechnics, 15(1), 21-46. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/0266-352X(93)90015-Y (in Eng-
lish)

Whelan, M. J., Gangone, M. V., Janoyan, K. D., & Jha, R. (2009). Real-time wireless vibration monitoring for oper-
ational modal analysis of an integral abutment highway bridge. Engineering Structures, 31(10), 2224-2235. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.engstruct.2009.03.022 (in English)

Wu, L., Jiang, G., & Liu, X. (2020). Analytical and Numerical Analysis of Additional Stress in Foundation of
Bridge Approach Embankment. Geotechnical and Geological Engineering, 38, 6069-6082. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10706-020-01414-2 (in English)

Wymystowski, M., & Kuratowicz, Z. (2016). Study of displacements of a bridge abutment using FEM. Studia Ge-
otechnica et Mechanica, 38(2), 61-70. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1515/sgem-2016-0020 (in English)

Dubinchyk, O. I., & Neduzha, L. O. (2021). Obgruntuvannia napruzheno-deformovanoho stanu palovoho funda-
mentu z vykorystanniam prohramnykh kompleksiv. Mosty ta tuneli: teoriia, doslidzhennia, praktyka, 20, 13-18.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.15802/bttrp2021/245247 (in Ukrainian)

DBN V.2.1-10-2009 (2009). Osnovy ta fundamenty sporud. Osnovni polozhennia proiektuvannia. Kyiv: Minre-
hionbud Ukrainy. (in Ukrainian)

DBN V.1.2-2:2006 (2006). Navantazhennia i vplyvy. Normy proektuvannia. Kyiv: Minbud Ukrainy. (in Ukrainian)
Karpilovskiy, V. S., Kriksunov, E. Z., Perelmuter, A. V., & al. (2000). SCAD dlya polzovatelya. Kiev: VVP
«Kompasy.(in Russian)

Hapniiimua o penkosnerii 18.04.2025.
[Tpuitasita 1o npyky 22.05.2025.

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International © A. V. Radkevych, O. L. Dubinchyk, Zuolin Hu, B. Yu. Kozak, 2025

109



